
Polymyositis Being male

Overlap myositis

Arthritis, 
Raynaud's, or


lung involvement  

Anti-Synthetase 
Syndrome 
(ASyS)

Antibodies: (Anti)-SRP,-Jo1,

-Non-Jo1 ASyS, PM-Scl,-Ku, 


-RNP, -SSA/Ro, -SSB/La 

stethoscope
Polymyositis

mars
Being male

Clinically 
Amyopathic 

Dermatomyositis

Immune-Mediated 
Necrotising 
Myopathy

Antibodies:

(Anti)-SAE1, -HMGCR, 

-MDA5, Mi2

stethoscope
Dermato-

myositis

calendar-day
Diagnosis at


age 40 +

Uncontrolled or

 severe disease despite


immunosuppressive therapy

head-side-cough
Difficulty


swallowing

hand-dots
Severe skin 

ulcers

Antibodies: 

(Anti) -TIF1γ, NXP2

Myositis may affect a smaller community, but you

are not alone. Most people with myositis

will never develop cancer, but for

those who do, early detection

may make a big

difference.

A window into the cancer screening guideline for 
patients within three years of IIM onset* 

1 MEDIUM OR

ONLY LOW RISK FACTORS
STANDARD Risk of Myositis-

Associated Cancer

Juvenile onset and

Inclusion Body 

Myositis

Cancer Screening 

not routinely required

2 + MEDIUM OR

1 HIGH RISK FACTOR

MEDIUM Risk of Myositis-
Associated Cancer

2 + HIGH

RISK FACTORS

Higher Risk of Myositis-
Associated Cancer

At time of diagnosis: 
Basic and Enhanced 
Checks (CT scan of head, 
abdomen and pelvis;, age 
and sex appropriate 
screening like prostate 
specific antigen, cervical 
screening, blood cancer 
markers, etc)

After that: 
Routine 
screening 
only

At time of diagnosis: 
Basic and Enhanced 
Checks 

After that: Basic 
checks every year for 
three years. If 
concern remains;, 
PET-CT and upper 
and lower endoscopy

At time of diagnosis: 
Basic Checks 
(Clinical Exam, 
Complete blood 
work,Urine and Chest 
X-ray)  

After that: Routine 
NHS screening only

(e.g. breast, cervical, 
bowel, prostate)

Always continue NHS cancer 
screening programmes for your 
age and sex. See your doctor  
if you observe weight loss, 
night sweats, persistent fever, 
or have a history of cancer, 
smoking.

LOW RISK FACTORS
MEDIUM RISK FACTORS

HIGH RISK FACTORS
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